Sate Making in Practice
agricultural commodities of low value and large bulk which
are inherently incapable of bearing a higher rate.   That
condition is not peculiar to India since on the Australian
and South African railways specially low rates are quoted
for agricultural commodities.   In the absence of a wide-
spread  network of industries which  would produce a
variety of valuable products that could bear a high rate,
low freight charges would continue to be a feature of our
rates structure.   Moreover, India is a vast sub-continent
and the distances that have to be traversed are phenomenal;
such being the case, long hauls predominate necessitating
the quotation of low charges    In this respect India bears
a  close analogy to Canada where, under the Canadian
Freight Classification, there is scope for mixed traffic in
carloads.   Thus, if a particular commodity which would
have to travel at L.C.L. (Less than carload) rates could
find a shipment of another commodity together with which
it could fill the car, then both of them would be eligible
for the car-load rate which is always less than the former,
To utilise this concession organisations have sprung into
existence which collect these small shipments, warehouse
them and then ship them off in car-loads.   There is thus
a dual benefit conferred on the shipper and the forwarding
agent, as the former gets a rate concession while the later
is paid a commission in lieu of the services rendered.   In
Eastern Canada,, when stich a mixed consignment is made
in a carjoad, the rate chargeable will be that for the highest
classed article, while the minimum weight condition also
will be the highest applicable to any single article.   It is
needless to stress the excellence of such a system, and the
widespread adoption of this system in an impecunious
country like ours is a much needed reform.
Apart from the sixteen classes enumerated above, there
are also the schedule rates which are telescopic and
Statlon-to-station rates which are quoted to meet particular
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